The effect of dermatophyte species and density of infection on the pathology of ringworm.
In this study we have measured the mean hyphal length as a function of the density of infection in skin surface biopsies from patients suffering from infection with different species of dermatophyte. The tissue response in the epidermis and dermis of these patients was evaluated for the degree of eczematization (epidermal thickening, spongiosis and dermal infiltrate) in periodic acid Schiff stained histological sections, employing visual analogue scales. There was no correlation between mean hyphal density and the degree of eczematization.